Changes in plasma levels of PGF2 alpha and PGI2 metabolites at and after delivery at term.
Plasma levels of 6-keto-PGF1 alpha and 13,14-dihydro-15-keto-PGF2 alpha (PGFM) were measured by high pressure liquid chromatography and radioimmunoassay during and up to 48 hours after term labor. PGFM levels increased during labor to reach values which at full dilatation, at delivery of the fetal head and at placental separation were each time higher than levels obtained earlier. In all women (n = 10) PGFM levels reached their maximum and started to decline within 10 min. after placental separation. Levels decreased to prelabor values within 2 to 3 hours after delivery and no temporary increases were observed within the first 2 days. Levels of 6-keto-PGF1 alpha on the other hand, showed no consistent trends throughout labor and the early puerperium. The observed changes are believed to be of relevance for ensuring adequate hemostasis after birth.